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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, filed 01/11/2007, with respect to amended independent 
claims 1 and 24 have been fully considered and are persuasive. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 17 and 18 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the Invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Huang etal. [US 6,384,353]. 

Claim 17, Huang et al. discloses a method of operation of a microscopic switch, 
comprising: engaging the switch [col. 3 lines 45-48]; signal transmission through the 
switch [121 and 122] once engaged; disengaging the switch once the signal is 
transmitted [figure 5]; preventing of warping of a flexible beam [133] that is configured to 
at least operate as a throw arm once the temperature-independent microscopic switch 
is engaged by restraining upward warping movement of the flexible beam from a 
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nonengaged position [150 limits the upward movement of the beam 133] while 
permitting downward movement of the flexible beam to a sufficient degree to allow 
engaging the switch. 

Claim 18, Huang et al. discloses the method of Claim 17, wherein the step of 
preventing of warping further comprises one or more engaging tethers [131]. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-6, 24-30 and 38 are allowed. 

The. following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 

matter: 

Claim 1, the prior art of record does not teach nor suggest, in the claimed 
combination, a temperature independent microscopic switch with a conductive beam 
suspended from an anchor to a substrate, and at least one tether, with on end attached 
to a fixed location and the other end attached to the conductive beam away from the 
anchor. 

Claim 24, the prior art of record does not teach nor suggest, in the claimed 
combination, a cantilever MEMS switch with a cantilever arm having a portion attached 
to a substrate and a movable portion; and a tether having at least two ends, a first end 
coupled to a fixed location substrate, and a second end is at least coupled to the 
movable portion of a cantilever arm. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bernard Rojas whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1998. The examiner can normally be reached on M and W-F, 5:30-3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Elvin G. Enad can be reached on (571) 272-1990. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 





